90TH ANNIVERSARY 1915-2005

OUR PAST…


OUR PRESENT…



OUR FUTURE…

FORTVILLE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE EXISTS TODAY BECAUSE OF THE PRAYERS AND SACRIFICES OF ITS FAITHFUL MEMBERS FOR OVER 90 YEARS.

FROM A HUMBLE BEGINNING AS A TENT CHURCH IN A RURAL AREA TO A MODERN URBAN CHURCH OUR MESSAGE HAS BEEN CONSISTENT – CHRIST AND A HOLINESS LIFESTYLE.

PASTORS OF THE FORTVILLE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE


Rev. Preston Roberts


Rev. Fred Kerst


Rev. Loren Pendry


Rev. Hester Bowan


Rev. Ira Sherrow


Rev. Clarence Talbert


Rev. George Church


Rev. J.L. Long


Rev. Harvey Bethcer


Rev. J.L. Long


Rev. W.E. & Zelma Rothman


Rev. Louis Swope


Rev. W.R. Miracle


Rev. Ronald R. Featherston


Rev. Philip Shomo


Rev. Kenneth Riden


Rev. Vernon Corzine


Rev. William Chenault


Rev. James M. Walker


Dr. Harold E. Clay


Rev. Phil Edwards


The burden for a holiness church in Fortville was first laid upon the hearts of Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Delph.  A tent was pitched on the north corner of Highway 67 and 13 in the spring of 1915.  John Williams and Jesse Whitecotten were the workers for the meeting.  Following this tent meeting, prayer meetings were held in neighboring homes with the hall over Hudson’s Jewelry on Main Street used for Sunday services.


In the fall of 1915, Rev. U. E. Harding, the District Superintendent, organized the church with Rev. Presto Roberts being appointed as pastor.  The twenty-two charter members have now gone to their eternal reward.


Construction on the original church began in the spring of 1916 on the corner of Fortville Pike and Route 67.  The building was formally dedicated on August 15, 1916.  The church grew slowly at first.  During the ministry of Rev. Betcher, 1938, a parsonage was attached to the right side of the church.  The addition consisted of five rooms and one bath.


Under the leadership of the next pastors – Rev. W. E. Rothman and his wife – Zelma – the first Sunday School annex was constructed in 1948-49.  Rev. Walter Miracle was responsible for securing the new parsonage on West Garden Street.  Great sacrifices were made by many of the members to make this possible with incurring a large debt.   The old attached parsonage was then utilized for additional Sunday School rooms.

In 1961 a new sanctuary was erected on the church property, with most of the work being performed and members of the local congregation.  Rev. Ron Featherston was called as pastor in 1963, and the following year the congregation purchased the Sheldon Garage adjoining the church property.  A complete renovation of the garage and former Sunday School rooms was undertaken by the church members and some local contractors.  A new youth auditorium and primary department room joined the two structures.  This new annex was dedicated on August 1, 1965.


In 1972, under the leadership of Rev. Phil Shomo, the church purchased 8.72 acres at the corner of Fortville Pike and 1000 North and commenced the construction of the present parsonage.  In 1976 our Family Center was erected, then work began on the new sanctuary which was connected to the Family Center by an educational wing.  The new church facility was constructed during the ministry of Rev. Vernon Corzine and completion was accomplished in 1980.  A special dedication and homecoming service was held on June 15, 1980 – the 65th anniversary of the church.


The church extended a call to Rev. James Walker and during his pastorate the church celebrated the 75th Anniversary in September, 1990.  The second parsonage was secured during the ministry of Rev. Walker.  Under Pastor Walker’s ministry the church experienced steady growth in attendance.
In 1996, Dr. Harold E. Clay was called to pastor the church.  Under his leadership the Fortville Nazarene Christian School was started in 2000 with grades K – 6.  In 2001 the school was increased to K – 8.  Under Pastor Clay’s ministry a complete remodeling of the church interior facilities took place in the winter of 2002.

In September 2003, our current pastor, Rev. Phil Edwards accepted the call to pastor the Fortville Church.  The present church staff includes Tony and Abby McCrary – Ministers of Worship.  Tony also serves as School Administrator.  Lynne McCrary is our Children’s Director and Mike Decker serves as Youth Pastor.  Rev. Todd Reynolds previously served as Minister of Visitation; in 2004,  God led Todd and his family to pastor the Nazarene congregation in Warrington, Indiana.


God continues to bless and use the ministry of Fortville Community Christian School (formerly known as Fortville Nazarene Christian School).  We have a quality staff and administration that serves the school – Kindergarten through Grade 8.  A web-site has been established for the school – www. fccschool.org.


Recently, four major projects were completed by the church to enhance the facilities.  Replacing the parking lot and adding additional spaces for the handicap and visitors; new entrance doors, A/C and heating units in both parsonages along with a complete painting of the church exterior.  A fifth project, the remodeling of the gym restrooms is scheduled for this fall/winter (2005).


The church has started a new ministry – 5th Sunday fellowship.  The entire congregation is placed into small groups and during the months that have 5 Sundays – on the 5th Sunday evening, people go to the hosts home or location for a time of prayer, inspiration and fellowship.


Currently the church is involved in a Year of ReFocus, where a strategy team is in place and seeking God’s guidance to develop a future strategy to direct us in the years ahead.


God continues to bless our church and the ministries of our church as we reach out to people at the point of their need and show the hope, love and joy in the power of God.  We are thankful to be able to celebrate 90 wonderful years and are anxious and excited to continue to serve God in ministry and win souls to His Kingdom.  

ASSOCIATE PASTORS/ MINISTERS OF MUSIC


Through the years, not only has God blessed this church with wonderful pastoral leadership, but He has blessed us with lots of support staff.  We appreciate everyone who has served in the capacity of Minister of Music, Youth Pastor, Associate Pastor, Minister of Visitation and in any other capacity.


Ron & Judy Anstine, Music


Roger Jones, Music & Youth


Ted Davis, Music


Brad & Debbie Seaman, Youth


Joyce Apple (Ayers), Youth


Rev. Warren & Kate Posey, Associate


Bill & Teresa Gartung, Youth & Music


Duke & Dale Buck, Music


Chuck Fish, Youth


Dr. Bryce & Beth Fox, Youth


Mike & Kim Else, Music & Youth


Rev. Mark & Joy Aills, Music & Youth


Rev. Randy & Teresa Beegle, Music


Brad Walker, Music


Rev. Jim & Marilyn Winfrey, Music


Rev. Todd Mayberry, Youth Intern


Tom & Erin Aldredge, Youth


Rev. Herman (Chip) & Lynn Pieper, Children


Rev. Todd & Melissa Reynolds, Visitation Minister

Jacob Chastain,  Music Intern

Aaron Terry, Youth Intern

Rev. Jacob Edwards, Youth Intern


I REMEMBER…


Beryl Jarrett’s first Sunday was in 1933. Thirteen attended the church, including 5 of the Long family.  Beryl’s father was pastor of the church, his salary was $7.00 to $10.00 per week – this was during the great depression.


Rev. Long was railroad agent at Carmel Station.  They drove back and forth each Sunday and Wednesdays.  They couldn’t afford to drive back home on Sundays so various members of the church would take them home for dinner and keep them over for the day.


Beryl met Leon Jarrett at the Fortville church after the Jarretts started attending.  They were married in 1941.  The parsonage was empty as Rev. Long had a home in Carmel, so Leon and Beryl moved into the parsonage, paying rent to the church.


When Rev. Miracle was pastor they needed a larger parsonage and several families borrowed money on their homes to purchase a parsonage large enough for the Miracle family.


WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?


This year has been set aside for “ReFocus” with the leadership of New Church Specialties.  We have established a Strategy Team and Intercessory Prayer Team to work together to develop a plan of direction for our church.  We are anxious to move forward in what God has in store for His people and congregation of the Fortville Nazarene Church. We continue to seek the guidance, leadership and direction of the Holy Spirit.  Where He leads, we want to follow.  We do not want to become stagnant and be a maintenance church, we ant to move forward and continue to reach people for Christ at the point of their need.  We desire that every ministry of our church point people to Jesus and strengthen them in Him.  While we do not have all the answers of where we go from here, we do have the answer of how we go on from here and that is through the power, direction and strength of God, our Heavenly Father.  I believe we are living in exciting days, experiencing what God wants to do in us and through us and trust that you will catch that excitement and commit to be a part of what God is doing at Fortville Nazarene Church. 

Pastor Phil Edwards

Psalms 121
